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Abstract
The aim of this paper is to explain the phenomenon of literary parallelism
in Arabic and Nigerian heritage. Comparative criticism hold a significant
position in literary studies. Arabic heritage responds to the human call
for diversity in form and styles, as its journey extends deep in to history
from the pre-Islamic era, exemplified by the exchange of critiques among
poets at the market of ukaz. It was renewed during the Umayya period
through the tried of Naqa’id (poetic duels) and letter matured in
subsequent eras. A fascinating comparative study can be made between it
manifestation in the classical Arabic tradition and the diverse oral and
written heritage of Nigeria. While arising from distinct historical,
cultural, and linguistic contexts, both traditions employ parallelism not
merely as ornamentation but as core structural principle of eloquent
expression.

Studying literary parallelism in these two heritages reveals a universal
human inclination towards patterned rhythmic speech. And their
comparison enriches our understanding of global literary art and high
lights the profound connection between linguistic form and cultural

meaning.
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